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Drowning
According to the CDC, every day about ten people die from unintentional drowning. Of these,
two are children aged 14 or younger.

Drowning ranks fifth among the leading
causes of unintentional injury death in the
United States.1
Warm weather states typically experience higher rates of drowning incidents. In the chart
below from the USA Swimming Foundation, both Florida and Texas reported 40 drowning
deaths in 2016, for children younger than 15 years old.

In 2016, CSPFD responded to 13 drownings. Of these, 10 (76.9%) were children 15 years
and younger. The other 23.1% were people between 21 and 40-years.

CSPFD Drowning Statistics 2010 – 2018
The Chart below depicts the number of drownings and the percent of fatalities since 2010 for
the Coral Springs – Parkland Fire Department.

While drowning incidents are down in the City of Coral Springs and Parkland from 2017 to June
of 2018 by 75%, nationwide
drowning is, still the leading
cause of unintentional death
among children ages 1-4;
and

the

second

leading

cause of death in children
ages 5 -14 years old. 2
It is important to provide education and resources to the community. With this in mind, the City
of Coral Springs collaborated with Broward Health, and Water Smart Broward to create the
Pediatric Drowning Prevention Task Force.

The summer months, from June to August for most states, continue to have the highest drowning
incidents reported. However, as seen from the graph below, drownings in warm weather states
can occur year round.

This June, CSPFD responded to 2 drownings, one of those were fatal. This fatality was an elderly
man who slipped into a canal while walking his dog. The other non-fatal incident was an 8-yearold boy in a family pool.

Drownings – Adult vs Peds
According to the USA Swimming Foundation, Florida leads the nation as the state with the
most child drownings in 2017. The drownings in 2017 involved children 15 and younger, with
80 percent involving children under the age of 5.3

The Florida Department of Health, reports Florida leads the
country in drowning deaths of children ages 1-4 years.
Annually in Florida, enough children to fill three to four
preschool classrooms drown before their fifth birthday.

From 2010 until now, CSPFD responded to 57 pediatric drownings. The highest percentage of
these were children between the ages of 0 – 4 years. Males accounted for 66.7% of these, and
Females 33.3%.

CSPFD Pediatric Drownings 2010 – 2018

In 2017, Florida lost more children to drowning than any other state.
The top 10 counties in Florida
with drownings for children
aged 0 10 18:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Broward: 8
Polk: 7
Duval: 6
Orange: 6
St. Lucie: 6
Palm Beach: 5
Lee: 4
Pasco:4
Pinellas: 4
Hillsborough:3
 Manatee: 3
 Marion: 3
 Miami-Dade: 3
 Osceola:3
 Volusia:3

Drownings in the Headlines

ROWNINGS IN SOUTH FLORIDA 2017
• 1-year-old girl was pulled from a family pool by a sibling at a home in
Coral Springs
• 2-year-old boy wanders into a Pembroke Pines pool area and drowns
during a Fourth of July party.
• 2-year-old girl is found at the bottom of a Miami Gardens pool.
• 3-year-old boy drowns in a Key Colony Beach canal.
• 3-year-old girl was found floating in an apartment pool in Pembroke
Pines.
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